FLORIDA POSTAL HISTORY - 1763-1865

Following the discovery of Florida in 1513 by Ponce de Leon and throughiout the First Spanish Period (1513-
1763) postal history is lacking. The first recorded letter from Florida is a privately camied letter 1o London from
John Campbell datelined “Exiled Pensacola Sept S 1763 with docketing for receipt “R January 19, 17647,
This exhibit will show examples from the various periods in Florida’s history through the end of the Civil War,

First Spanish Period 1513 - 1763

British Period 1763 - 1784

Second Spanish Period 1784 - 1821
Pre-Territorial (Military Gevernment Period) 1821 — 1822
Florida Territorial Period 1822 - 1845

Florida Statchood Period 1845 - 1861

Florida Confederate Period 1861 — 1865

Earliest recorded postal rated cover from Florida datelined “5t. Angustine, 2ith April 1767, Carred by
ship to Charleston where Chas. Town Ship / 2d Ster. rate applicd. Carried to Philadelphia by ship where
%h 6 rate applied (4d overland 10 Northfolk, Va. + 2d ship fee). ASCC listing Chas Town Ship marking,



BRITISH PERIOD 1763 - 1784

Florida was coded o the British by Spain on August &, 1763 under tenms of the Treaty of Paris and for the first
time a postal system was established. John Haley is recorded as Deputy Post Master in S Augustine pror io
1881 and a Mr. Blackwell was postmaster in Pensacols prior 1o 1777, The Falmowh Packets made siops 2t
Pensacola and $1 Augustine and & PENSACOLA backstamped transit mark is recorded with ase fom 1772-
1774, No ather Flonds pestal markings are known during the Beitish period
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December 5™ 177 dschne on cover o Brinsh Governor of Exst Flonda i St Augustine
which entered masils rated 1/ with CHARLESTOWN backstamp snd &DE bishop’s mark.
Other reconded cxsmples from this correspondence are dated 1769-1TT0

SL Angustine 23 July 1777 dateline on cover with 1/ packet rate and 8d inland rate to Berwick,
England. DOVER / SHIF LRE and 35/8E bishop's mark denotes a 60 day transit time.



Pensacola 6™ August 1768 dateline on cover 1o Portefract, England. Originally to go on
Falmouth packer “Anna Teresa™ which was wrecked off Florida a week earlier. Carried by
private ship to London rated In 2l 5 (1d ship fee + 4d inland rate) with LONDON/SHIP

LRE und 15/NO hishop's mark reflecting 3 month transit. Enclosure mentions Mr. Blackwell,
Pensacola postmaster and also distributor of stamps for stamp duty.

Saml Fontenell Pensacola April 9 & 10 May Recd 26 July 1779 docketing on outer
letter sheet carried privately by ship with DEAL/SHIP LRE mted 1id 1o London with 240TY
bishop’s receiving mark. Originally two letters were enclosed (double rated cover). Fontenell
and three pariners had purchased an estate of 1000 acres in West Flonda in 1775,




Period 1763-1784

Pensacola 23™ Septr. 1771 dateline on cover sent by favor of ship captain of the Petit Jean
for delivery to Mobile.  This is the earlies British Period cover sent within British West Florida,




SECOND SPANISH PERIOD 1784 - 1821

m‘"ﬂfﬂfhilbflmm-m_hw.uhﬂ’lm-ﬁﬁ erial postal system was
o e e
n post offices o enter the mil. St. Mary's, Georgia handied mail from East Florida and ¥

St Mare (S1. Marks) August 1 1795 datcline on letter carried by ship to Philadelphia
Sh 26 rate (22 cent + 4 cent ship fec) for inland 350-450 1 mﬁm - Port.

Fernandina April 30* 1812 dateline on cover entering mails at St. Mary's, Georgia with
17 cent rate for delivery to Charleston (150-300 miles).




Sccond Spanish Period 1784-1821

mmm“uﬂw&“ 1813 dateline on cover to Bethichem. Peonsy aai
-m October and rated unpaid :

Smyrna, East Florida January 1, 1819 dateline on cover to Durhan, Connecticut with
manuseript Smyrna 25ct Postage mimicked circular postmack probably applied inan
effort to avoid postage 1o be paid by recipient. The ASCC listing example, ex. Jarret,




Sara West 25, 1807 daie
e vl Pl W 2 W e e
+ 1 ¢ Way fie). mmmmmmm,“

entered the mails with F* Adams * Aug 17 postmark and unpaid 25 rate. Note thai this
cover from the same comespandencs as the above cover was delivered to the Fi. Adams,
Mississippi Territory post office without a “way™ fee,




PRE-TERRITORIAL (MILITARY GOVERNMENT PERIOD)
JULY 10, 1821 - MARCH 29, 1822

On February 22, 1819, Spain signed a treaty of cession by which the United States received Florida,
Dﬂhysiutﬂifmmmmmmmmﬂlﬂ?lﬂ,lﬂlhﬁ Augusting and July 17, 1821
in Pemsacola. Andrew Jackson was appointed the Military Governor and made Pensacols his headguarters.
United States post offices were established in $1. Augustine and Pensacola in July 1821 and also in
Femandina on Seprember 22, 1821, Tnmmmhmmhrmmmm

Pensacols 6% Angt, -21- postmark with Paid 25 rate on cover to New York, forwarded to
Providence, The enclosure states “this is the first miail since the Government has been changed™
and therefore is the earliest known cover to have an acrual Florida postmark. Ex. Meroni.

PENSACOLA. Oct. 8. postmark with Paid 25 manuscript rate on 1821 folded lenter. The
earliest of 14 known examples with this handstamped pre-territorial postmark,




-Territorial Period 1784-1821

ST. AUGUSTINE 12 Feby 1822 postmark with Paid 25 rate on foldsd letter to Portsmouth,
Mew Hampshire. 4 known examples of this handstamped pre-territonial postmark.




TERRITORIAL PERIOD 1822 - 1845

Florida became a United Siates Tervitory on March 30, lmml#lﬂjm The post office in
Jacksoaville was established in 1824, followed by Tallahassce and Quincy in 1825, By 1330, there
were 37 post offices in the territory with a population of 35,000, growing w 54,000 by 1840,
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used a manuscript postmark and “way” post riders 3 years after the post office was established.



KEY WEST / FLORIDA (1832) oval postmark was used from 1831 -18353, longest use of any
Florida territorial postmark. LIPONA JEF. / FLORIDA (1829-30) carfiest use of & “county”

designation (Jefferson Co.) in any Florida postmark, the latest of 3 known examples . MOUNT
VYERNON / FLO. oval (1833-4) earliest of 3 known examples, only example with oval PAID,




Temitorial Period 1822-1845
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PENSACOLA Feb §™ (1827) latest use of 4 known “thimble™ postmarks, Pensacols 31% July tlﬁ?‘}
Excess Free 18 % cent rated cover for % oz enclosure within folded lemer. The known “Excess Free”
rated Florida cover (by Athens, Alabama post master). PENSA F. (1837) FAID 75 “Express Mail™
to 1.5, Post Master General Amos Kendall who initiated the Express Mail service in 1836,



Tamitorial Pertod 1572-] 14
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FORT LEON. FL« Frav 11 (1841) postmark in use 3 months from Dec, 31,1840 to Apeil 6, 1841,
PORT LEON / FLO Nov 24 (1842) posmark with FREE rate. the known Free usage. PORT
LEON, Fla Nov 16™ 43 the known example of this postmark. Port Leon was established in 1840
as the terminus of the frst railroad in Florida, conneeting the Gulf of Mexico with Tallabasses.
Yellow Fever and a hurricane destroyed the town in 1 844, resulting in the town and post office
being moved a few miles inland and renamed Newport.




QUINCY / FLO May 6 (1834) carlicst known use of this oval postmark which was used from
1834-1837, TALLAHASSEE / FLORIDA DEC 29 {1825) red ink postmark with PAID 25 rate, 3
known examples, the known PAID rate example. TALLAHASSEE { FLORIDA JUNE 20 (1827)
black ink postmark with manuscript date and FLORIDA upside down. 4 known examples.
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ST. AUGUSTINE, / DEC., 17 (1822) postmark used April £, 1822 to December 19, 1822,
ST. AUGUSTINE, / 17 SEPT 1822 postmark used April 2, 1822 1o August 4, 1825,

ST. AUGUSTINE, / JULY 19™, 1825 postmiark with FREE rate. The known example.
ST. AUGUSTINE, / SEPTEMBER 10 (1825) with FREE rate. The known example,




itorial Period 1822-1845

SEM. AGENCY * FLO * Nov 25 (1831) fancy doublc oval postmark used from 1831-1835.
TAMPA FLOIRDA AUGUST 4™ 1841 rimless circle postmark used from 1840-1841.
WANTONS FLO / FEBRY 9 (1828) red ink postmark, earfiest of 2 known examples,
WOODSTOCK MILLS / E. FLORA OCT 12 (1844) serrated circle postmark, earliest known ase.




STATEHOOD PERIOD 1845 - 1861

Florida gained her statehood on March 3. 1845, Florida had 153 functioning post offices by the onset of the
Civil War and had grown to a population of 140,000, Postmarks with “territorial” indicia were used during
the siiehood period well into the 1850"s, Stampless usage continsed during the Statehood period umil
1860, despite adhesive siamps heing available since late 1847 in Florida,
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CLAY LANDING / FLA. SEP 7 (1858) postmark with posimaster FREE rate on very late stampless
sage. The known example. SLAUGUSTINE /FLT. DEC 18 (1852) late use of territorial postmark with
FREE rate.  The known example in green ink. YELLOW BLUFF / T.F. March 23 (1855) late temritorial
postmark ties #11. Post office was established in 1853, § vears afier statehood,




Swmichood Period 1845-18635

Post offices were established at or near many of the Seminole War fons throughout central Florida, Most
were short lived and used manuscript posimarks. Fort Dade Fla / July 16 (184%) postmark, earliest of 2
known examples. Fort Faning / Dee 19" 1845 postmark, the known example with Fanning misspelled.

Fort King Fla. Sept 5 (1846}, the known example. Fort Taylor Oct 19 (1854). latest of 3 known examples,




FERNANDINA / FLA JUL 1 postmark with senatorial FREE rate of David L. Yulee. Yulee was president
of the Florida Rail Road and resigned his senate seat in January 1861 when Florida seceded. Miami Fla.
May 1 (1852) manuscript forwarding postmark to San Franciseo, the carliest known Miami postmark,
WHITE SPRING FLA / June 4 (1853) postmark with boxed PAID 3 rate, two known examples.




Starehood Period | 843-1863
FLORIDA ADHESIVE STAMP USAGE

Mludwmmpamﬁmhnadmdummwmmhmmnmlm'ﬁmicﬂmdmc#hemm
the following post offices in these quantities: Apalachicola T00/900, Jacksonville 600/500, Key West 50071400,
Quincy 600200, Tallahassee 1700/1400, and Tampa 200/200. To date only 82 covers with US #1 or #2 have heen
recorded with Florida usage, the majority from Apalachicola (26), Key Wist (10), and Tallshassee (30).

TALLAHASSEE / Flor. MAY 7 (1850) green ink postmark on cover with pair £1 paving over 300 mile rate
for usage to Virginia. TALLAHASSEE / Flor. NOY 19 (1847) green ink postmark on cover with #2 with
usage to Mew Jersey. This is the earliest known use of an adhesive stamp from Florida, with a June 9, 1848
FEU of US #1. Tallahassee used green as well as the mare common black ink during the 1847-1850 period.



Statchood Penod [845-1865

APALACHICOLA / F.T.Y. MAY 19 (1851) red ink postmark with US #2 usage to Massachusetis. Late
use of the territorial postmark. QUINCY [ Flor. JAN 9 (1850) red ink postmark with UFS #2 usage to
Philadelphia. TAMPA / Flor. MAR 2 (1850) red ink postmiark with #1 usage to Tallahassee. Single usage
of TS #1 for the under 300 mile rate iz unoommaon in Florida with only 5 recorded examples.




Period 1845-1865

APALACHICOLA / FLA. dateless postmarks tie pair US #5A plated SRIE and SRIE by Ashbrook on
January 19, 1852 prices current circular. APALACHICOLA FLA / PAID3 | MAR 23 (1852) postrark
ties pair 118 #7 plated 41/42 RIE on p/e cireular. APALACHICOLA / FLA. dateless postmarks tie pair
LIS #8A on March 1, 1852 p/c circular.




Swmtehood Period 1845-1863

TALLAHASSEE / FLA.  postmarks tie strip of 3 US £9 plated 78-79-80 K2 with “double dot” on micidle

stamp on “mouming cover” to Virginia. JACKSONVILLE / Flor. JAN 12 (1858) postmark ties US #10
on cover to New York, WARRINGTON / FLA. postmarks tie US #9 and strip of three US #11 on cover
to California (over 3000 mile 10 ¢ rate). Florida usage to or from California is uncommon.




Perizd 1845-1865
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NEW PORT / Flor. SEP 8 {1858) postmarks tie two pairs and two single copies US #36 usage to England,
FLORIDA R.R. /4 JUL postmark on US #U10 three cent entire. The earliest known Florida rail road
postal marking with 2 known examples. KEY WEST / FLA DEC 31 (1862) postmark on double rated
cover with pair US #63, US #68, and two US #71 for usage to Ireland,




FLORIDA CONFEDERATE PERIOD 1861 - 1865

Florida seceded from the United States and became an Independent State on January 11, 1861 (Independent
State Period). She joined the Confederate States of Ameriea as one of the six original members on February
&Iﬁlm(ﬁnﬂm&mwm Mail was handled by the United States postal sérvice with the 3¢
rate until June 1, 1861 mmmmmmmmmm&mmmﬁm
rate, On June 1, lﬂﬁlﬁcmwhlﬂcfwmym

SAINT AUGUSTINE / Fla. JAN 29 (1861) hﬁuﬁﬁ#w:ﬂqHﬂMM 4 [}
known Florida Confederate advertising covers recorded. The known Independent State period usage.

JACKSONVILLE / Flor. FER 23 (1861) Confederate State usage with Advertised, For'd 3 rate
and Dead Letter Office (CDO-02 tvpe B} file notation. The known Florida Confederate DLO cover,




Period 1861-1845

When stamps were not available some Confederate postmasters peepared handstamped paid envelopes or had
adhesive stamps printed for sale to patrons in advance of actual use, These stamps and envelopes have
bmmkmwu“hmmmmmmwmﬂmmdumemhmaﬂmumdnﬁgim

Madison Court House, Florida 3 cent Postiuaster Provisional type A-MAD-FL-A0] with boxed PATD
eancellation with clipped enclosure datelined “Madison Florida / February 13, 1861, This is the carliest

use of any Confederate provisional stamp, ex. Ferrury, Hind, Caspary and Gross. MICANOPY, FLA. /
PAID 5 Postmaster Provisional type MIC-L-E(a on “Mourning eover” uprated with PAID/S to reflect the
over 300 mile rate making this a “Conjunctive wse™ cover, Pensacola PAID 5 revalued 10 Postmaster
Provisional type PEN-FL-E01a with Richmond ADVERTISED 2 on 7 star patriotic cover.



. Confederate Period 1861-1863

Little River Fla / June 1* 1861 postmark with PAID in Money 5¢ rate on First Day of Confederate Postal
System “adversity” use of star die entire. PENSACOLA / Fla. JUN 1 (1861) with PAID 5 uprated 10 to
reflect the over 500 mile rate on First Day of Confederate Postal System cover. The known type a 10c rate.
PENSACOLA / Fla. NOV 1 (1861) postmark, earliest known Florida use of Confederate adbesive stamp.



Period 1861-1865

MONTICELLO / Flor. postmark with PAID /10 type B rate on 9 star pﬂrhhr cover (two known Florida

@ star examples). MONTICELLO / Flor. postmark with PAID 10 type C rate on wallpaper adversity
cover. (Tallahassee) ADVERTISED 2 rate on cover from Jackson, Miss. The known Florida advertised

cover. WARRINGTON [ Fla. postmark with POSTAGE / DUE 5 type G rate on 11 star patriotic cover
with “Bartow™ added to note the first Confederate officer killed at 19 Manassus,



Confederate Period 1861-1863
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Brooksville Fla postmark with #1 and #6 on cover. Two known Florida “eombination” covers. WELAKA
FLA. postmark with #5 tied with postmark on cover, Two known cxamples. TALLAHASSEE / FLA,
postmark ties #10 on cover. Four known Florida “frameline” examples. LAKE CITY / FLA. postmark
ties “privately perforated” #11 on cover. Two known Florida “perforated” adhesive examples.




| Confederate Period 1861-1863

Bay Port Fla postmark with Paid 10 rate on South to North Flag of Truee cover. The known Florida
example from this shon lived civilian Flag of Truce via Norfolk. WARRINGTON / Fla. postmark ties #2 on
post evacuation cover to daughter of C8A Postmaster General John Reagan. Pensscola and Warrington were
evacuated in May 1862, with civilian population moving to Pollard, Ala. where the Warrington postmaster
usied his handstamp until he was commissioned the Pollard postmaster. POLLARD/ ALA postmark on
cross the limes cover from Union occupied Pensacola to enter the Confederate mails a1 Pollard,




| Confederate Period 1861-1865

Cross the lines cover from Union occupied Jacksonville to Andersonville Prisen with Henry Wirz examined
marking which entered the Confederate mails at Lake City where the type E PAIDAD rate was applied.
Prisoner of War cover from Johnson's Island to Florida with Confederate DUE 10 rate applied at Richmond.
Prisoner of War cover from Fort Delaware to Florida with mixed franking.




. Confederate Period 1851-1865

Incoming Bloekade cover from Gilasgow, Scotland to Tallahassee, carmied on the blockade runner “Heroine™
from Bermuda to enter at Wilmington, NC with unpaid 12 rate (10c C5A rate + 2¢ ship fee). Incoming
Blockade cover to Tallahassee, carried on the Steamer Antonica from Nassau which entered at Charleston.
Incoming Blockade cover to Ocala, carried on the “5.5. Princess Royal” from Bermuda which entered at
Charleston. These represent the 3 known inbound blockade covers to Florida out of over 200 in total,
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